

                                                   Instructor:  Mrs. Hicks

                                                   Email:  Julie.hicks@shrhs.org
                                                   Phone: 609-397-2060 ext. 1256

                                                   Room:  H-111

Welcome to 9th grade English.
English 9 students will develop their use of language as a tool for learning ,thinking, speaking, and listening and as a source of pleasure.

Reading instruction focuses on opportunities to: read and comprehend a broad

variety of literature applying appropriate reading strategies to enhance reading skills and literary appreciation. 
The Writing component of language arts requires students to write for various audiences and purpose while strengthening skills in paragraph and multi-paragraph writing. Students receive instruction and practice in the writing process. 
Syllabus

Literature unit:
Short stories:
                        The Scarlet Ibis-by James Thurber
                         Thank you, M’am- by Langston Hughes
                         The Fall of the House of Usher- by Edgar Allan Poe
                         Personal Narratives - Various Authors
Novels:  
                        Romeo and Juliet by William Shakespeare 
                        Of Mice and Men by John Steinbeck

                        Lord of the Flies by William Golding
Writing unit:
The Writing process, Narrative, Expository, Persuasive, Descriptive essays, Creative writing, Journal writing, Grammar,Vocabulary,  Literacy magazine entries.

Poetry unit:
Various selection of American poets.
Book Club:  Informal student run club.  Students choose a novel to read and discuss.  .  Meets once a month.  To begin in the second marking period. Snacks provided.
Technology:  We will incorporate technology in our classroom through the use of power point presentations, blogging, wikiing, and much more.  
Structure of class:

1. Do Now: Begin with vocabulary focus and grammar exercise.
2. Literature workshop- Reading literature, reading mini-lesson, reading responses                                    

3. Writing workshop- Journal writing, writing mini-lesson, writing assignment
Materials needed for class:
· Pen

· Pencil with eraser

· Agenda

· 3 ring binder

· 5 dividers for the binder, labeled: Reading, Writing,
Vocabulary, Grammar, Poetry
· Loose-leaf paper

· 2 notebooks: 
· Composition book for journaling and other writing pieces

· 3 subject  notebook- one section for reading response                                                                    
·                                   one section for writing response
Dictionaries and Thesauruses are to remain in the classroom for use by other students. I highly recommend that you purchase a student dictionary to fit in your binder. 

Class novels will be checked out to you but must remain in the classroom unless there is assigned reading at home. It is essential that you bring your copy of the paperback to class after the assigned reading is due. 

Short stories, essays, and poems will be given to you as handouts.
   _________________________________________________________
Please honor the following Classroom Expectations:
Before Class:
· Please attend to personal needs-- restroom visits, locker visits, grooming, visits to the nurse, and consumption of food and drinks – before you come to  class.  
· Cell phones and Ipods must remain in your locker or at home.  They will be confiscated if used without permission in the classroom.
During Class:
· Be on time to class!  After 2 tardies, you will have a full unit lunch detention. 

· Have books, notebook, paper and pen ready at the beginning of the period.  

· Please sharpen pencils at the beginning of each class.  
· During class discussions, please raise your hand and when called on feel free to courteously share your ideas with the class.  We all learn from each other. No food or drinks (other than water) will be allowed during class time. (If you need food or drinks during class for medical reasons, this will be honored)

· There will be one 3 minute break. You must return after 3 minutes or 5 points will be deducted from your preparation grade.

· As a student in high school, you are expected to show respect to your fellow students and the teacher. There is zero tolerance for disrespectful behavior.  (Please see consequences attached.)

After Class:

· Upcoming quiz/test dates and assignment due dates are posted on my weblog. Check it every day and note dates in your agenda book.
GRADES
Preparation grade:  (Grade every class period)
	10 points
	5 points
	0 points

	All materials: agenda, binder, writing utensil, notebooks, loose leaf  paper, novel
	Some materials 
	No materials

	
	
	


Homework grade:

	10 points
	5 points
	0 point

	Homework is handed in on the due date
	Homework is one day late
	More than one day late


*If student is absent, homework is due the class after he/she returns

*Make up work is YOUR responsibility.  I maintain a "class assignment file” in the back of the room.  It will be updated each week. This file contains copies of handouts for absent students in file folders. You should ALWAYS check the file following an absence.  Make up work should be placed in my hands to eliminate any problems.
Projects/ Assignments rubric:

	Full credit points
	50% credit points
	O credit points

	Projects/ Assignments are handed in on the due date
	Projects/ Assignments are one class period late
	Projects/ Assignments are more than one class period late


*Exception: Major assignments that are announced well in advance must be turned in on the assigned date and will receive a zero if  late.  You will be advised in advance of any project for which late work is unacceptable.
Behavior rubric: (Grade every class period)
	10 points
	5 points
	O points

	Actively engaged and cooperative during class
	Receive a verbal warning for disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior
	Office referral and/or after school detention for continuous disruptive and/or disrespectful behavior


Positive behavior and accomplishments are highly valued in this class.

Rewards include:

1.  10 consecutive classes that you bring all material = 1 bookmark

2.  10 consecutive classes homeworks = 1 bookmark

3.  10 consecutive days of positive behavior= 1 bookmark

3 bookmarks entitle you to your choice of: (these rewards must be  

                                                                          rotated)

a) +3 extra credit points on a test/papers

b) 10 minutes at the end of class of free computer time (approved sites)

c) 1 free homework pass
Consequences for disruptive behavior

Offense 1 …………  Verbal Warning

Offense 2…………    Student/Teacher Conference

Offense 3……………Detention  and phone call home.

Offense 4……………Office referral and phone call home

Grading Calculations
Assignments are each worth a specified number of points.  Your average, at any point in time, is based on the total number of points you have earned divided by the total number of points available.  

Example:  A quiz is worth 30 points.  You receive 26 points.  26/30 = 86  Your grade is an 86 = B
Your final grade is calculated as follows:  Each category is worth the designated percent of your grade.
	Tests ,Written papers, projects
	35%

	Quizzes
	25%

	Journal Grade
	15%

	Participation
	15%

	Homework
	10%


· I am always available for extra help before or after school, or during unit lunch.  Please make an appointment to see me when you need it.

I have read and reviewed the course syllabus for English 9. 
(Please return this to Mrs. Hicks at the next class period)

Student signature_________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian signature_____________________________________________________
Parent/Guardian contact information: 
Phone # _________________________________________

Email address:___________________________________ [image: image1.png]



