Name: ___________________________

Student Safety Contract

Purpose:


Science is a hands-on laboratory class.  You will be doing many laboratory activities, which require the use of various chemicals.  Safety in the science classroom is the Number 1 priority for students, teachers, and parents.  To ensure a safe science classroom, a list of rules has been developed and provided to you in this student safety contract.  These rules must be followed at all times.  This contract must be signed by you and kept in your binder as a constant reminder of the safety rules.
General Guidelines:

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory.

2. Follow all written and verbal instructions carefully.  If you do not understand a direction or part of a procedure, ask the instructor before proceeding.

3. Never work alone in the laboratory.  No student may work in the laboratory without an instructor present.

4. When first entering a science room, do not touch any equipment, chemicals, or other materials in the laboratory area until you are instructed to do so.

5. Eating food, drinking beverages and chewing gum is prohibited in the laboratory.

6. Perform only those experiments authorized by the instructor.  Never do anything in the laboratory that is not called for in the laboratory procedures or by your instructor.  Carefully follow all instructions, both written and oral.  Unauthorized experiments are prohibited.

7. Fooling around, horseplay, practical jokes, and pranks are dangerous and prohibited.

8. Observe good housekeeping practices.  Work areas are to be kept clean and tidy at all times.  Keep aisles clean.  Only place necessary materials on the desktop; all other materials should be kept in your bag and under the desk.

9. Know the locations and operating procedures of all safety equipment including the first aid kit, eyewash station, safety shower, fire extinguisher(s), and fire blanket.  Know where the fire alarm exit is located.

10. Be alert and proceed with caution at all times in the laboratory.  Notify the instructor immediately of any unsafe conditions you observe.

11. Dispose of all wastes properly.  Sinks are to be used only for water and for those solutions designated by the instructor.  Solid chemicals, metals, matches, filter paper, and all other insoluble materials are to be disposed of in the proper waste containers, not in the sink.

12. Keep hands away from face, eyes, mouth, and body while using chemicals or preserved specimens.  Wash your hands with soap and water after performing all experiments.  Clean, rinse, and wipe dry all work surfaces and apparatuses at the end of the experiment.  Return all equipment clean and in working order to the proper area.

13. Students are NEVER permitted in the science storage rooms or preparation area unless given specific permission by the instructor.

14. Handle all living organisms used in a laboratory activity in a humane manner.  Preserved biological materials are to be treated with respect and disposed of properly.

15. When using knives and other sharp instruments, always carry them with tips and points pointed down and away.  Always cut away from your body.  Never try to catch falling sharp instruments.

Clothing:

16. Any time chemicals, heat, or glassware are used, students will wear laboratory goggles.  There are no exceptions to the rule!
17. Lab aprons have been provided for your use and are available to be worn during laboratory activities.  Performing laboratories without aprons can result in damaged or stained clothing (do so at your own risk).

Accidents and Injuries:

18. Report any accident or injury to the instructor immediately, no matter how trivial it may appear.
19. If a chemical should splash in your eye(s) or on your skin, immediately flush with running water from the eyewash station or sink for at least 15 minutes.  Notify the instructor immediately.

Handling Chemicals:

20. All chemicals in the laboratory are to be considered dangerous.  Do not touch, taste, or smell any chemicals unless specifically instructed to do so.  The proper technique for smelling chemical fumes will be demonstrated to you.

21. Check the label on chemical bottles twice before removing any of the contents.  Take only as much chemical as is needed for the laboratory activity.

22. When transferring reagents from one container to another, hold the containers away from your body.

23. Never remove chemicals or other materials from the laboratory area.

Handling Glassware and Equipment:

24. Never handle broken glass with your bare hands.  Use a brush and dustpan to clean up broken glass.  Place broken glassware in the designated glass disposal container.

25. Examine glassware before each use.  Never use chipped, cracked, or dirty glassware.

26. If you do not understand how to use a piece of equipment, ask the instructor for help.

First Aid:

· Shock: People who are suffering from any severe injury may be in a state of shock.  A person in shock is usually pale and faint.  The person may be sweating, with cold, moist skin and a weak, rapid pulse.  Shock is a serious medical condition.  Do not allow a person in shock to walk anywhere (even to the nurses office).  While emergency help is being summoned, place the victim face up in the horizontal position, with the feet raised about 30 centimeters.  Loosen any tightly fitting clothing and keep the individual warm.

· Chemicals in the eyes: Getting any kind of a chemical into the eyes is undesirable but certain chemicals are especially harmful.  They can permanently destroy eyesight in a matter of seconds.  Because you will be wearing safety goggles at all times in the laboratory, the likelihood on this kind of accident is remote.  However, if it does happen, flush your eyes with water immediately.  Do NOT attempt to go to the nurse’s office before flushing your eyes.  It is important that flushing with water be continued for a prolonged time – about 15 to 20 minutes.  While flushing is continuing, the school nurse should be informed.

· Bleeding from a cut: Most cuts that occur in the laboratory are minor.  For minor cuts, apply pressure to the wound with sterile gauze, and take the victim to the school nurse.  If the victim is bleeding badly, raise the bleeding part, if possible, and apply pressure to the wound with a piece of sterile gauze.  While first aid is being given, someone else should notify the nurse.

· Chemicals in the mouth: Many chemicals are poisonous to varying degrees.  Any chemical taken into the mouth should be spat out and the mouth rinsed thoroughly with water.  Note the name of the chemical and notify the nurse immediately.  If the victim swallows a chemical, note the name of the chemical and notify the nurse.

· Chemicals on the skin: Flush the skin with water for about 15 to 20 minutes.  Take the victim to the school nurse.

I, _____________________________ (print name) have read and agree to follow all of the safety rules set forth in this contract.  I realize that I must obey these rules to insure my own safety, and that of my fellow students and instructors.  I will cooperate to the fullest extent with my instructor and fellow students to maintain a safe laboratory environment.  I will also closely follow the oral and written instruction provided by the instructor.  I am aware that any violation of this safety contract that results in unsafe conduct in the laboratory or misbehavior on my part, may result in being removed from the laboratory, detention, and/or receiving a failing grade for the quarter or the year.

_______________________________________________/______________________

                Student Signature                                                                               Date 

