
Insect Life History Research Paper Outline

A research paper that describes the life history of an insect provides information on the morphology, habitat requirements, geographic range, mating behavior, life cycle, feeding habits, ecological role, and interesting facts about the insect is part of your insect project.  Your assignment is to collect information from various resources (newspaper and magazine articles, books, and internet web pages) and write a paper that describes the life history of an insect found in New Jersey.  The guidelines and format of your research paper are listed below:

Research Paper Guidelines:

(1) Type the paper.

(2) The body of the paper is to be double spaced and written on one side of the paper, except for the abstract page which is single spaced.
(3) Leave 1 inch margins on all sides (top, bottom, left, and right).

(4) Indent paragraphs five spaces or one-half inch when writing.

(5) Starting with the first page (the abstract page), number each page of the paper on the bottom center; do not underline, write, or put a period after the page number.  

(6) Staple the paper in the upper left corner.

(7) When typed appropriate font is 12 point in: Arial, Courier New, or Times New Roman.

(8) Do not copy material (words as well as ideas) without acknowledgment with in-text citations.
(9) Any Measurements should be expressed in metric units; meters, kilometers, grams, liters, C0.

(10) Spell out all one digit numbers.

(11) Cite the source of the information at the end of the sentence in parentheses with the author(s) name separated by a comma and a period after the parentheses, e.g. Identification of insects is complicated by the existence of several distinctive forms during the life cycle (Merritt and Cummins, 1996).
(12) The maximum number of pages for the main body may not exceed 2 pages.
Paper Format

Title Page is the cover page for the paper (page number is not required).
	Life History of _______________

Picture of Insect
Name

Date

Day / Block



Page #1  
Abstract: provides general information on your New Jersey insect and is a brief summary of  your paper in one paragraph of 10-12 sentences (beginning of page numbering).
	Abstract

1


Page #2 and 3  
Life History of ____________ is the main heading.  Provide detailed information on your research insect for the following subheadings (2 pages)

	Life History of ______

Morphology
Habitat

Geographic Range

Mating Behavior

Life Cycle

Feeding Habits

Ecological Role
Interesting Facts
2


Morphology: physical appearance and distinguishing marks or characteristics of all life cycles.

Habitat: description of the type of area where the insect is found, preferred habitat is an optimal living area for the insect. 

Geographic Range: where the animal is found in the state or country or continent and why it         can be found in these areas (relate it to habitat)
Mating Behavior: discuss all the events that lead up to the fertilization of the female’s eggs.
Life Cycle: description of the changes in the life stages of insects from the egg to the adult stage.
Feeding Habits: what is the preferred food(s) of the insect during its different life stages?

Ecological Role: what is the significance of the insect in its environment in New Jersey?

Interesting facts: stories or other information of the insect in New Jersey.

Page # 4
Works Cited: Where you will list the references you used to write your research paper.  For this paper you must have at least 3 references.  Follow MLA Works Cited format.

· Various sources are available if you need help creating an MLA format Works Cited page.
· MLA Citation Examples (located in the library)
· “Citation Help” section of the library web page (accessed through the “Media Center” then the “Online Card Catalog”)
· You are required to use three different sources for you paper.  You are encouraged to use different media types (books, scientific journals, Internet, newspaper, etc.).  However you may use three of the same type of sources if you choose.
· Photocopies or printouts of all referenced sources MUST be included with your paper in order for it to be graded.
· In order to use an Internet site it MUST first be approved.  In order to have the site approved, a Web Evaluation form must be completed and signed by the librarian (be sure to do this EARLY on!).   This must be stapled and turned in along with your other sources.
Scoring Rubric for Life History Paper 
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	Final Paper Format

Title Page, Abstract, Main Body of Paper, Works Cited Page


	None of the essential criteria met
	1 of 4 criteria met
	2 of 4 criteria met


	3 of 4 criteria met
	All 4 essential criteria met

	Paper Length 

Main Body Only
	< 3
	NA
	NA
	NA
	3

	Grammar/Spelling


	numerous major errors
	numerous minor and major errors
	numerous minor and some major errors
	minor errors
	no errors



	Content

Morphology, Habitat, Geographic Range, Mating Behavior, Life Cycle, Feeding Habits, Ecological Role, Interesting Facts
	Less than 5 content areas complete
	5 content areas incomplete
	6-7 content areas incomplete 
	6 content areas complete
	7 content areas complete

	Readability


	poorly written,

completely illegible
	poorly written, unclear and vague


	competently written, yet unclear and vague at times
	well written,

clear and concise
	exceptionally written beyond expectations 



	Works Cited Format

Alphabetical order, correct format, correctly indented, correct use of underlining and parentheses
	None of the essential criteria are met
	1 of 4 criteria are met
	2 of 4 criteria are met
	3 of 4 criteria are met
	All 4 essential criteria are met

	Number of References
	1
	2
	NA
	NA
	3


· Paper turned in:
· On time (+2) / Late: _____ of Days (-5 for each day)
· With all sources and web evaluations / missing sources or web evaluations and returned – Paper is Late
