Climate in the Tundra
· Average temperature of -12º C
· During the winter the Sun may never appear above the horizon.
· Contains permafrost – permanently frozen soil
· Receives very little precipitation (>25cm per year)
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“The cold desert”
Where can the Tundra be found?

· Just South of the North Pole (Northern Canada and Russia)
· High elevations (atop some mountains)
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Life in the Tundra
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· Plant Life:

· Mosses, grass, and small shrubs
· No large trees 

· Animal Life:

· Biting insects (during the summer)
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Migratory birds

· Arctic hares, caribou, reindeer
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Climate in the Taiga

· Largely characterized by cold temperatures 

· Winter 6-7 months

· Summer about 2 months

· Annual temperature can vary drastically: -54ºC to 21ºC

· Precipitation is more common:

· 35cm to 100cm of rain or snow annually
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Where can the Taiga be found?

· Only in the Northern Hemisphere

· Russia, China, Alaska, Canada, Northern Europe

· The largest Biome in the world


Life in the Taiga

· Plant Life:

· Mainly cone-bearing and evergreen trees

· Very little grass or small bushes
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· Animal Life:

· Moose, lynx, owls, foxes, shrews, bears
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Climate in the Temperate Forest

· Most have four equal seasons
· Temperatures can fall below freezing in the winter and rise above 30ºC in the summer
· Fairly high amounts of precipitation (75cm to 150cm per year)
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Where can the Temperate Forest be found?

· Spread throughout the world:
· Eastern US, Western Europe, East Asia, and Australia
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Life in the Temperate Forest

· Plant Life:

· Deciduous Trees: trees which lose their leaves each year

· Also supports smaller plants and shrubs
· Animal Life:

· Many mammals hibernate during the winter and feed in the other months:

· Squirrels, chipmunks, deer, eagles
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Climate in the Rain Forest

· Consistently warm temperatures (about 25ºC)

· Summer nearly year-round

· Very humid

· Most receive more then 200cm of rain annually

· Some receive as much as 600cm of rain
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Where can the Tropical Rain Forest be found?

· Near the equator
· These areas receive direct sunlight throughout the entire year
· Found in:
· South America, Africa, Asia, Pacific islands
[image: image16.png]



Life in the Tropical Rain Forest

· Largest variety of plant and animal life in the world
· Plant Life:
· Ferns, Palm Trees, Mosses, Flowering Plants
· Animal Life:
· Snakes, “Big” Cats, Monkey/Apes, Tropical Birds, and a wide variety of insects
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Climate in the Desert

· The driest biome in the world 
· Less then 25cm of rainfall a year
· Warm to very warm during the majority of the year
· Temperatures can become cold at night
· Average temperatures between 20-25ºC
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Where can Deserts be found?

· Make up 1/5 of the Earth’s landmass
· Can be found throughout the world
· Often located:
· On the west of large land masses
· Next to mountain ranges
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Life in the Desert

· Plants and animals must be adapted to extreme temperatures and arid conditions

· Common Plants:

· Cactus, grasses, and shrubs
· Animal Life:

· Insects, Scorpions, Camels, Reptiles, Small mammals
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Climate in the Grasslands

· Often have warm to moderate temperatures

· Many are humid

· Characterized by a rainy seasons and prolonged dry spells

· Annual rainfall between 25-75cm
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Where can Grasslands be found?
· Often on the interior of continents

· Called different things depending on where they are found:

· America: Prairies and plains
· Asia: Steppes
· Africa: Savanna

· South America: Pampas

[image: image24.png]



Life on the Grasslands
· Plant Life:

· GRASSES (duh!), small shrubs, and some trees

· Animal Life:

· Often herbivores and their predators

· Buffalo, Wildebeests, Zebras, Kangaroos
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