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Course Overview

2010-2011
Instructor: Dan Vorgity
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Class Webpage: http://weblog.shrhs.org/dvorgity/
Email Address: dan.vorgity@shrhs.org 

· The following pages are your guidelines for Biology during the 2010-2011 school year.  They contain the policies for: classroom behavior, grades, and class procedures.

· This course overview should be placed in the front of your binder and remain there for your reference for the entire school year.
Classroom Behavior:

Class Rules

Classroom time is a valuable commodity.  There will be approximately 90, 82-minute classes within this school year for you to learn science.  It is my expectation that this time will be utilized to the fullest potential.  Therefore the following rules have been created to ensure that the amount of learning time is maximized and that all students have the opportunity to fully benefit from this class.

1. Always give every task your best effort.

2. Respect and cooperate with all other people in the class.

3. Always raise your hand to participate in discussions, ask questions, or if you need help.

4. During tests, quizzes, and independent work, work quietly at your desk until ALL students are finished.

5. During group and lab work, voices are to be kept low and discussions are ONLY in regard to the work at hand.  

Violations

The previous rules will be used to guide your expected behavior throughout the year in this class.  As an employee of South Hunterdon, it is also my responsibility to enforce the school rules that are outlined in your agenda.  Violations of these class and school rules will have consequences.  In most situations a violation of the rules will initially result in a verbal warning.  Subsequent or habitual violations of the class or school rules will result in a detention.  It is important to note that while the warning/detention scenario will be the most common course of action to manage violations of the class or school rules, misbehavior will be handled on a student-by-student or case-by-case basis.  
Detention

A detention will be assigned to students who commit a severe violation or who repeatedly disregard my verbal warnings.  Detention will be held during Friday Unit Lunch in this classroom and will involve a written assignment that must be done without interruption.  Failure to show up for or removal from my detention will result in 3 days of office detention, one of which must be served with me.

Grading:

Overview

You are solely responsible for your grades.  Neither your lab partners, your friends, nor myself gives you a grade in this or any other class.  Rather, you earn a grade.  At this point in your educational career you should be mature enough to understand that the effort that you put forth is directly related to the grade that you receive.  Your teachers and I are merely the overseers and reporters of what you earn. 

Grades will be determined from 4 areas with the following weight:

· Tests = 50%
· Class Work = 15%

· Lab Activities = 15%
· Quizzes = 20%

Tests = 50%

You will generally be given 4 tests per quarter each being worth 100 points.  Most tests will consist of multiple choice, matching, true/false, and short answer type questions.  Some tests may also include one open-ended essay question.  Additionally, some major assignments and/or projects will be counted as a test grade as well (the 1st of these will be your insect project).  
· Homework

The nightly homework for this class will be to review and study the topics currently being covered in class.  Typically all other homework in this class will be voluntary.  Students will have the option of completing section outlines (SQ3R sheets) on assigned dates prior to the introduction of a section in class.  These assignments will either receive a grade of 5 or 0.  They will not be accepted late and no partial credit will be given!  Students who choose to complete the homework and earn an 5 will have those points assigned to the upcoming test which will cover the material and will have the test counted out of 5 less points.  Students who choose not to complete the homework or who do not earn full credit on the assignment will not be negatively affected but will have to take the test out of the normal 100 points.

· Homework Example:
	Student
	HW 1
	HW 2
	HW 3
	HW 4
	Test
	Test Weight
	HW + Test
	Test Grade

	Student 1
	5
	5
	5
	5
	35/50 = 70
	80%
	20 + 56
	76

	Student 2
	5
	5
	0
	0
	35/50 = 70
	90%
	10 + 63
	73

	Student 3
	0
	0
	0
	0
	35/50 = 70
	100%
	0 + 70
	70


As you can see from the example, it is in your benefit to fully complete all homework assignments.  Not only will you be better prepared for the upcoming section (having already previewed and outlined it) but you will also insure that you receive points on your test and have the actual test count for a smaller percentage of your test grade.
To earn full credit on the SQ3R worksheet, ALL of the following requirements must be met:

· Complete:  Incomplete SQ3R worksheets or those which clearly demonstrate a poor effort will not be accepted.  This includes having a name!



· Paper: All SQ3R homework must be completed on an SQ3R worksheet.  These are always available in class or may be downloaded from my weblog.

· Ink: Hand-in homework must be completed in either standard blue/black ink or pencil only.

· Neatness: The work that you hand in reflects the quality of effort you have put forth.  Homeworks must be organized neatly and have no rough, wrinkled or torn edges.  

· Remember, homework will not be accepted LATE!  Additionally ALL of the previous requirements must be met in order to receive credit.  No Partial Credit will be given for SQ3R homework assignments.
· In the case of absence on the day that an SQ3R homework assignment is due, it is your responsibility to have the homework completed on the day that you return.  For absences greater then one day in length, you will have the number of days you were absent to make up the missing assignments.   

Class Work – 15%

Worksheets from the textbook will often be completed at the beginning of class.  These will be used to reinforce and review the previous day’s topics.  This may be assigned to be completed independently, with a partner, or in a group.  These worksheets will be marked on a 1-10 point scale.   


Lab Activities – 15%

For nearly all sections covered in the textbook, there will be some type of activity that corresponds to or reinforces the material.  This will generally be completed in-class and with partners.  At times, questions or graphs associated with the activity may need to be finished for homework.  Lab activities will count for either 10 or 20 points depending on the specifics of the activity.    
Quizzes – 20%

A quiz will be given after each section covered in the textbook.  Each quiz will be worth 25 points.  Quizzes will generally be taken at the beginning of the class period and will be in Power Point format.  
Class Procedures:

Class Format


The class format and structure will vary somewhat from day to day yet will follow a general routine.  The intended format for the class will be to cover a section from the chapter every two class periods.  This schedule will allow us to cover all material included on the End-of-Year Biology test.  
· Day 1:

· Quiz (from the previous section)

· Notes / discussion of current section / Video
· Day 2:

· Class work / Reinforcement worksheet
· Lab activity


Remember this is a general format and will change depending upon the day and material being covered (some sections may only take one day while others may take up to three days).  However the pace at which the material is covered will be quick.  It is therefore important that you continually review/study your notes each night in order to not fall behind.  Tests will be given at the end of each chapter and will be given at the beginning of the period.


Please note that some sections will be covered during Unit Lunch tutorial.  These will generally be short sections that are mainly a review of concepts covered in earlier grades.  This is done to save time and ensure that all required material is covered over the course of the year.  Remember, meetings or other commitments may excuse you from Unit Lunch tutorial BUT, they do not excuse you from the material covered while you are gone!     
Hall Passes

Students should not need to use the hall pass during regular class time although it is available in case of an emergency.  Students will often be provided with a 5 minute break in the middle of the block and two students may use the passes at that time to go to the bathroom, get a drink, etc.  Students who habitually use the hall pass or disrupt other classes while in the hall will lose their privileges.  

Food and Drinks

Food and drink is not permitted in the science room during regular class time.  This rule is for your safety.  The only exceptions are if a student is in the science room during their lunch period, if I permit water bottles in the class for especially hot days in the early fall/spring, or if a student has a doctor’s note which explicitly necessitates readily available food and/or drink.  All food found in the science room during regular class time will be confiscated and thrown out.

Class Web Page

The address for this class’s web page is: http://weblog.shrhs.org/dvorgity/.  On the web site you will find: due dates for assignments, links to the text book, the class notes, SQ3R worksheets, and this course overview.  My hope is that you will use this tool to make success in this class more convenient and accessible.

Group Work

Group work will be widely used in this class for laboratory activities.  Student groups will be determined by myself and will NOT be adjusted to accommodate friendships or lack thereof.  If a student fails to participate in or habitually has a negative effect on the activities, they will be removed from the group.  These students will be given an alternate assignment to be completed independently.  
The following are some general rules for working in a group:

· Assign roles - Always assign a role to each person in the group and make sure each person understands what they are to do.  At times, the textbook will list the roles that need to be filled while at other times all people in the group will have the same role.

· Have everyone’s attention - Be sure that everyone is paying attention when doing an activity or a lab experiment.  Do not start or continue with the activity until everyone is focused.

· Everyone plays an equal part - Everyone in the group should be heard during discussion and their opinion given equal weight. 

Lab and Activity Materials

Most equipment for activities and labs will be located on trays at the lab stations located around the perimeter of the classroom.  The equipment and chemicals are not toys!  They are not to be touched or used until I specifically tell your group to begin.  This is for your safety!  
This is a BRAND NEW classroom and much of the equipment you will use this year is very good condition.  Therefore extra care should be taken to ensure that the classroom is well maintained and remain in the condition that you found it.  By properly following the directions and being careful, no problems should occur but, violations such as vandalism and destruction of school property will be handled swiftly and strongly!  Additionally no group members will be allowed to leave the room at the end of the period until I have seen that all lab materials have been returned and cleaned.

· It is my belief that everyone in this class has the abilities to be successful.  By following the directions discussed in this overview and consistently trying your best, you will find that you will learn science and EARN yourself a grade that reflects your effort.







