Tips for Success in Math Class

As we begin a new year, I wanted to share some tips with you that I hope will help you do your best in 
 
math class.  I am looking forward to a great year with you.  If you have any questions, please do not 


hesitate to ask.

Notes

Pay attention in class and take good notes.  Make sure that your notes are neat, as you will need to    

            refer to your notes to do the homework.  Your notebook should be organized as follows:





















Date:

     § 3.1  Section Title

                  Copy down all notes presented in class, adding anything that you may find helpful
      to  you.


         Homework

The homework assignment that corresponds to each section should follow each section in your notebook and be labeled as follows:


                                                                                                             Date:                       

                   HW12 -  p. 322 # 2- 44 (even); 45-52 (all); 53 – 71 (odd)

 

  

Complete all assigned homework IN PENCIL.  Mistakes will happen and it becomes difficult to understand the work if you have scratches all over the paper.  Homework is your opportunity to practice the new skills learned in class.  PRACTICE, PRACTICE, PRACTICE.
When completing homework COPY THE PROBLEM FROM THE TEXT BOOK (except for word problems – for word problems, just write down the important information needed to solve the problem).  

Show all your work in a neat and organized manner.  Circle or box your answers.
Try to do your math homework as soon after class as possible.

Check your answers against those in the back of the book.  If you get a problem wrong, go through the problem again and check your arithmetic and algebra.  If you cannot find your mistake, check to see if there is an example in the book or notes that is similar to the problem.  Try the problem again from scratch.  If you still do not get the correct answer then mark the problem and ask to go over the problem in class.  Leave enough room in you notebook so that you can fill in the work and solution.

During Class

Pay attention and make sure to ask questions.  Chances are that someone else may have the same question, but is too shy to ask.

If you still feel that you don’t understand the material, ask for extra help -- I am always happy to offer any help I can.  Don’t wait until we move on to the next section.  You will need to master one skill before learning another.

Studying for a Math Test
Studying for a Math test is very different than studying for any other class.  You must allow at least one week for studying in order to do well on the exam.  You cannot cram 3 – 4 weeks of material into one hour (ahem, unit lunch) before the test!  
DO ALL YOUR HOMEWORK.   Practice, Practice, Practice.  

Approximately one week before a test, begin a “Personal Review”.  Go back and make sure that you can do all the different types of problems covered in the chapter by doing as many sample problems from the homework as you need to feel comfortable with the material.  Make sure that you check your answers.  Make sure that you study a variety of problems and that they include the difficult ones as well.  This “Personal Review” will be collected on the day of the test.
Ask for extra help on anything that you do not understand well before the test.  You want to give yourself enough time to practice these skills on your own before the test.

TAKE A BREAK from studying – a day or so.  Then, try to do some problems and see if you still remember how to do the work.

Get a good night’s sleep and make sure to have a good breakfast or lunch.  Your brain cannot function properly without fuel.  
Relax and do your best.  

I hope that you will find this information helpful.  Good luck and don’t hesitate to see me if you have any questions or if you need help. 
Remember….I want you to do your best and my job is to help you achieve that.
